Kinclcrgartcn At Saltwatcr‘School

T he thc/crgartcn [ nvironment is a warm and supportive PlaccJ where the child is secure in
Feelings of love. thsica”y, itisa simP]e, beauthcu], and harmonious space so as not to over-

stimulate the child, and to encourage imagjnation and creativity.

T/n:‘ Tcacﬁcr is aware that imitation is one of the child’'s main leaming too]s) and that she must
take care to be wortl‘rg of imitation. "[~ ach simp]e deed, if done with wonder and reverence, will
be imitated in such a way 139 the child, that the qua]ities of wonder and reverence will grow in the
chilcl, nourish her/him, and sowing the seeds of those soul qualities which are so vital —
reverence towards living tl‘n'ngs, respect, consideration, and tolerance towards fellow human

bcings.”

K/zgt/ml& Koutine are very strengthening for young children, and give them a sense of
security and trust. ]n kinclcrgarten there is a clailg rhgthm, which Provides for free P]aytime as
well as group activities. At free P]agtimc, the child may choose to be involved with a group of
others, or to Plag on their own within the classroom. | here are many natural materials available
like woo], she”s, rocks, clothes and Pine cones, as well as handmade toys that leave a lot to the
child's imagjination, tl'lcreljg ca”ing forth the child's own natural crcativitg. At this time, the child
may also decide tojoin into one of the many tasks with which the teacher is involvccl, such as

watering Plants, sewing, dus’cing, Po]islﬁing, ironing, sweePing, bread baking orgardening.

Free ﬁaytrhzc Provides the child with many oPtions, some of which include:
~ Peeswax Craﬂons ~When the children use beeswax crayons for colouring, there is no
instruction given, but the teacher oxctenjoins in and soon the children begin to imitate the
different ways of using these broad block crayons.
~ Peecswax /\//oa/c//’n(g~The beeswax can be warmed and softened, and small Fingers find it
erjogab]c to use because of its Pliabilit}j and the way it lends itself to creating three-

climensiona”y.

~ /:/}zgerKn/'ft/hg~As with mocleling beeswax, Fingeﬁlmitting cleve]ops small muscle

coordination and is good Preparation for when the child begins to write.



~ Fa/’nf/’ng« In Painting, a Fec]ing for colour and space is deve]oped in the child, the results
often givinggoocl insight into a child’s nature and mood. Fainting hasa therapeutic effect
upon all children. ln the process of Painting, the child Fu“g cxPericnccs and lives into the
]iving qualitics of the colours and inwardlg cxpcrienccs how one colour reacts upon another.

~ Seasonal nature crafts - Erings an awareness and appreciation of Nature and hcrgi?ts.

GrouIDACthll’l}:s within the school clay involve songs, games, Fingcr P]ags, drama, and nature
walks. Some games and songs will be in different languages.

Dali/gActfvﬁ‘fcs are different each clay. Thereisa great deal of respect for the child's
own natural creativity within the curriculum, and for that reason, as much as Possib]c, the
teacher does not create artistic models for the children to rePlicate. However, in the

Passing on of new skills and in the use of new materials, often the teacher Participates.

§t0/y Jimeis often the higlﬂlight of the clag. T he stories, mostlg spokcn, may be tales about
everyclay ’chings. Sometimes the stories relate to seasonal changes and the lives of birds and
animals. ]:airg tales are also told in kindergarten. T he teacher may create stories, which relate
to the Particu]ar clisposition of the group that she is wori(ing wit}w, and many of the stories may
be curative. Tlﬁe children also experierxce the Fairg tale in Puppet Plag and acting form.

Dfscff)/fnc is an imPor’cant Part of the class environment. TI"IC children become aware of the
]imits, which are uphe]cl Firmly and lovingly bg the teacher. Tl’lc children are also encouragecl to
}Degin to cleve]op a sense of resPonsibilitg for their own actions and Prac’cice ski]ls, which are
demonstrated }35 the adults. ”Use your words instead of hittirxg,” or "F]ease don't do that. ]t
hurts my geclings.” Again, the teacher is very aware of how imitation is so active in these young
children and how impor’cant it is for the adults in the school to react with care, reverence, and

respec’c forthe geelings of others and for their surroundings.

5casona/Cc/cbratfon5 &chtfva/s are avery imPortant part of the Wa]clorF curriculum. E_acl'l
classroom has its own nature table where the children may bring things that theg discoverin the
world outside and where the teacher creates scenes to rePresent the magic of that time opgear.
Foetrg, songs, stories, and creative activities, both indoors and outdoors, enable the child to
live clccPlg into the seasons. ]n acldition, there are festivals each year. Certain festivals are

celebrated within the classroom witlﬁjus’c the children and teachers attending, and others are



celebrated as a community, with parents and relatives welcome. Some of these celebrations
are Michaelmas, Autumn |_antern Wa”(, Advent Spiral and Spring chtival. The teachers

invite children to bring their families and to share in songs, stories and festivities as a communitg.



